WAR POETRY AND RETURN OF SATIRE    in

transfigured, a Christ in suffering (TJie Redeemer] >
he saw him for the most part more simply as

a decent chap
Who did his work and hadn't much to say,

(A Working Party.)

and chose incidents revealing the dogged endurance
of men feeding their lives patiently to a machine
(e.g. Wirers).

Sassoon turned in disgust from the " dying
heroes and their deathless deeds" to Suicide in
Trenches, remorse after killing, " unmanly " collapses,
physical horrors. He excelled in the terse colloquial
anecdote.

** Good morning ! good morning ! '* the General said,
When we met him last week on our way to the Line

" He's a cheery old card," grunted Harry to Jack

As they slogged up to Arras with rifle and pack,

But he did for them both by his plan of attack.   ( The General.)

Worse than military blunders, however, were the
crass ignorance of Chilians, the belief " That
chivalry redeems the war's disgrace," that the
wounded were " longing to go out again," that all
was well with uncomplaining heroes. In Song
Books of the War he foresaw the oblivion that
falls on the public mind, and the return of the
romantic view of war against which he was
striving.

Such pieces are too acid for the popular
anthologists, who prefer the radiant Everyone Sang.
Yet they are Sassoon's gift to modern poetry ;
they reveal the Georgian turning from the lyrical